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The Kingdom of God

1. Matthew 5:17
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

A. Law and Prophets. What does this describe?

B. What is Jesus saying he will do?

C. What Jesus did: completely fulfilled all the goals, dreams, shadows, types and prophecies of the Old Testament.
2. Matthew 4:13-17 

Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali-- 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:

15"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,

the way to the sea, along the Jordan,

Galilee of the Gentiles-- 

16the people living in darkness

have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death

a light has dawned."

17From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 

Matthew 4:23 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 

Mark 1:15 

"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" 

A. What was Jesus main message? The kingdom, the gospel of the Kingdom
B. If his life and work would fulfill the Law and the Prophets and his message was the Kingdom, what does that tell us?

2. Exodus 19:5-6 

    Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, [6] you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites." 

A. Who is this referring to?

B. What kind of kingdom did God want his people to be?  What is true of a kingdom? What is true of priests?

C. Did Israel become what God wanted them to be and fulfill his dream?

3. 1 Peter 2:9-11 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 

A. Who is this written to?

B. How did Jesus fulfill what God wanted as described back in Exodus 19?

C. How does scripture describe the church?  (1) chosen people (2) royal (“kingdom”) priesthood  (3) holy nation  (4) people belonging to God.
4. Isaiah 2:1-4 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

2In the last days

the mountain of the Lord's temple will be established

as chief among the mountains;

it will be raised above the hills,

and all nations will stream to it.

 3Many peoples will come and say,

"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the house of the God of Jacob.

He will teach us his ways,

so that we may walk in his paths."

The law will go out from Zion,

the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

4He will judge between the nations

and will settle disputes for many peoples.

They will beat their swords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation will not take up sword against nation,

nor will they train for war anymore.

A. If “the mountain of the Lord’s temple” describes the Kingdom of God and the other mountains describe the kingdoms of this world, what is this passage  teaching?

B. What are some things that will be true of this kingdom?

5. Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7Of the increase of his government and peace

there will be no end.
He will reign on David's throne

and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it

with justice and righteousness

from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord Almighty

will accomplish this. 

A. What kind of kingdom language do we find in this passage?

B. What is unusual about the names given to the one who is coming to establish his reign?
6. Isaiah 11:1-9 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

2The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him--

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and of power,

the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord-- 

3and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,

or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

4but with righteousness he will judge the needy,

with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;

with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

5Righteousness will be his belt

and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

6The wolf will live with the lamb,

the leopard will lie down with the goat,

the calf and the lion and the yearling together;

and a little child will lead them. 

7The cow will feed with the bear,

their young will lie down together,

and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

8The infant will play near the hole of the cobra,

and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. 

9They will neither harm nor destroy

on all my holy mountain,

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

A. What will be true of the person God is going to send?

B. What will be true of his “holy mountain.” (his kingdom).

7. Luke 17:20-21 NASB
Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; 21nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or, 'There it is!' For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst." 

Matthew 12:27-28 

And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

What was Jesus saying to them about the kingdom in these two passages?
8. How does he fulfill Isaiah 2:2?  Isaiah 9:6?  Isaiah 6:9?

9. Matthew 6:9-10 

"This, then, is how you should pray:

" 'Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, 

10your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven. 

A. Have you heard this prayer? Have you prayed it? What did you think it meant?

B. What does it mean to let the kingdom come to your life? Notice parallel (“your kingdom come/your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”)
10. Matthew 6:33 

    "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 
A. What does it mean to seek first God’s kingdom?

B. What is the promise for those who do this?

11. Philippians 3:20 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ
A. How does this completely change our thinking about how to live?

B. How may we be viewed if we live like this? (1 Peter 2.11)
C. Is the kingdom something you want to enter and be part of?
12. John 3:1-5

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 

3In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 

4"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 

5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

A. What has to happen to enter the Kingdom?

B. Are you eager to keep studying and find out how do this? 
