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International Teaching Ministry of

The goal of this bulletin is to keep you up to date with the International Bible Teaching ministry through a

report that you can read in 2-3 minutes.

September 22, 2014

Hello from Los Angeles! The night is too dark to
see the ocean, but if you strain your ears, you
can just make out the gentle roar of the Pacific.
Covering nearly half the planet, astoundingly
deep, filled with mystery, the sea is an apt
metaphor for the profound depth of God's
wisdom.

The purpose of the teaching ministry is to help us
to think about God and his word, in season and
out of season (2 Timothy 4:2). The task is
immense, far beyond the resources of a single
person or team. Rather, we can only strive to
faithfully fulfill our small part of the ministry (2 Timothy 4:5), trusting the Lord to use
these modest efforts in accord with his purposes.

Summer has ended, autumn has arrived and what an exciting season this has been!
Earlier in August | taught in Trinidad, Suriname, Mexico, and Texas (previous
newsletter). Most of the time since then, Vicki and | have been in Asia. Our work in
Indonesia, Singapore, and Myanmar (formerly Burma) was possible because of your
gifts -- and continued encouragement to keep teaching and preaching. When I'm
fatigued, or wondering how much difference the ministry is really making (Acts 18:9-
11), please know that we do derive strength from your moral support and prayers.

Southeast Asia

Vicki and | ministered together for several weeks in Southeast Asia. On the map to
the left, Indonesia is the country in yellow. Myanmar is the country in purple, to the
west of Thailand. And Singapore is the minuscule dot between Indonesia and
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Singapore

I'll never forget my first visit to Singapore (1983), or the planting of the Central
Christian Church (1988), which has now seen many thousands baptized in the
region, now home to scores of churches. | was asked to come to Singapore as part
of our fellowship's Teachers' service team. This is a group of about 15 men and
women who understand the key role that biblical teaching plays in church building.
After committee meetings, our team gave a presentation on the urgent need for
training, before an assembly of international delegates. After Sunday service, my
friend Gordon and | enjoyed the hospitality of the "Chinese golden ministry" (Chinese
speakers, mainly in the 50+ age range) for lunch and informal discussion.

We then joined thousands of Christian leaders at the International Leadership
Conference. This is important because events in one part of the world affect the
entire planet. Besides an array of classes, fellowship with colleagues from the Middle
East, Southeast Asia, and Europe, and discussion on important issues, we also
enjoyed a new musical production by Steve Johnson, Build!, focusing on the life of
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus before Christ's public ministry. All the cast were Asian, the
drama and music were superb, and it's hard to imagine a more powerful or
appropriate presentation. This is all the more so since the majority of our world is
increasingly Asian. Build! set the stage for the International Leadership Conference,
which shared its title.

Vicki and | also had the opportunity to celebrate our upcoming 30th wedding
anniversary with Singaporean friends. It's no small thing to reflect that we have spent
most of our life as a married couple. (Weren't we baptized as single college
students?)

After Singapore, it was time to head to the massive nearby nation of Indonesia.



Surabaya, Indonesia

We flew to Indonesia's second city, Surabaya, for
a conference of 500, with participants from six
Indonesian cities. | taught on Sound doctrine
(material from earlier in the month, in Mexico
City). Vicki shared some of her excellent material
on Mary. And together we taught on Psalms:
Inward Focus & Outward Focus (from Thrive!).
We didn't teach alone, however. Two other
American couples also shared from their lives and ministry experience: Doug &
Jennifer Lambert and Al & Gloria Baird.

Denpesar, Indonesia

After a short flight eastward to Denpesar, we
rested for a couple of days on the island of Bali.
Bali is the Hindu part of Indonesia, an otherwise
overwhelmingly Muslim nation. Islam never
managed to lure the hearts of the Balinese away
from their many exotic gods and goddesses.

Yet the highlight of this leg of the trip was
speaking before our sister congregation, the Bali
Church of Christ. Among the hundreds of
congregations where we have shared round the
world, it is no exaggeration to say that none has
outdone the Denpesar group for enthusiastic
fellowship, warm embraces, photos, laughs,
thank-you notes, and exuberant energy!

Yangon, Myanmar

After Indonesia, one final stop. Since the
Burmese got a new government in 2010, it has
been easier for outsiders to enter. For years I'd
been hoping to visit, and this was the chance. |
spent several days in the principal city, Yangon,
in fellowship, distributing books, and teaching
from Psalms.

On language

A word of thanks is due to my translators, Jersan in Denpesar, Jony in Surabaya,
and Myo Aung in Yangon. | would also like to express gratitude to my many brothers
and sisters worldwide who have pushed themselves to learn English. (Would that we



Americans, Britons, and others would show the same diligence!) This has enabled
them to connect at a heart level with brothers and sisters from different cultures, and
to better understand the large global family of which they are a part.

Clockwise, from top L: Indonesian water lizard;
Hindu deities; Vicki & pachyderm; Myo Aung,
Burmese evangelist; Burmese leaders;
Shwedagon Pagoda, dating to 6th C. BC (the
Buddha); Yangon; tiger. (Burmese believe evil

nat possess tigers; offerings placate the spirits.)



United States: CA & GA

Here in the Los Angeles area | have been staying on the beautiful Pepperdine
campus, in the home of professor and wife John and Claudette Wilson. They have
been huge supporters of our work and even of our wing of the Restoration
Movement. John is a true polymath. Even though he'll soon be an octogenarian, his
mental and physical energy to keep studying history, current events, ancient coins,
biblical texts, church history, and much more all remind us that life never need be
dull. It doesn't matter how old you are, there is so much to learn! (And his wife, also a
PhD, is a beautiful model of a faithful Christian woman.)

This morning | preached at Lifeway Church, in Glendale. On Friday evening | was
able to share on Acts 2 & Campus Ministry with (mainly) Pepperdine and UCLA
students.

Once I'm back in Georgia, the next lesson is The Bible & Culture. Should women
cover their heads, as Paul directed the Corinthians? Should we be practicing the
holy kiss (and whom should we kiss)? Wash one another's feet? Meet in houses, as
opposed to public buildings? The list of questions goes on and on... Everyone
agrees that some parts of the Bible are mandated for all time; others were temporary
regulations. But how do we decide which are which? By 30 September this special
class will have been recorded. Look for the free (public) lesson at the website.

Upcoming: NC, NS, BST

October looks to be another excellent month. After preaching in Wilmington, North
Carolina, it's off to Halifax, Nova Scotia, for an annual summit with Canadian
Christian leaders, and a lesson, Rethinking the Paradigm. A few days later Vicki and
| fly to Rome for the annual Biblical Study Tour. I'll drop you a line once we're back
from Italy. In the meantime, God bless, and please remember this ministry in prayer.
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