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Notation key at the end of each annotation: 

B=Books found from browsing libraries, borrowing books, etc.

            E=Books found from electronic sources

Auer, J. A. C. Fagginger; and Hartt, Julian. Humanism verses Theism. Ames, IA: The 

Iowa State University Press, 1981.

This book presents a comparison and contrast of “theism” and “humanism” with Auer representing the “humanist” position and Hartt the “theistic” position. The debate centers on the topics of God, man, sin, virtue, salvation, regeneration, and value. By focusing on these two worldviews, the reader is provided with in-depth and detailed reasoning for each position. E

Barrett, William, Ed. Zen Buddhism: Selected Writngs of K. T. Suzuki. Garden City, NY: 

Doubleday Anchor Books, 1956. 

In the book, Barrett traces the meaning, historical background, heart, techniques, no-mind, and philosophy of Zen Buddhism.  Barrett devotes special chapters (including “Zen for the West” and The Sense of Zen”) to helping the western mind in understanding the difficult aspects of this religious perspective. This book is important in that it gives the basic foundations of this Eastern Religious worldview. B

Bird, W. R. The Origin of Species Revisited: The Theories of Evolution and of Abrupt 

Appearance, 2 Volumes. Nashville: Regency, 1991.

In this two volume set, Bird compares “the scientific, nonreligious, and constitutional natures of the theory of abrupt appearance and the theory of evolution” and supports the “viability of alternate positions to Darwinian evolution”. The writer compares a voluminous amount of material showing from a vast array of angles (including biology, physics, statistics, atmospheric science, astronomy, etc.) that the abrupt appearance theory fits the facts better than uniformitarian Darwinian evolution. This book is important in establishing the possibility of creation in a Theistic worldview based on facts of science. B

Blamires, Harry. The Christian Mind: How Should a Christian Think? Ann Arbor, MI: 

Servant Books, 1978. 

Blamires compares the Secular with the Christian mindset of today. He expounds on the six marks of the Christian mind including its supernatural orientation, its awareness of evil, its conception of truth, its acceptance of authority, its concern for the person, and its sacramental cast. The book’s importance lies in the fact that it delineates the differences between the Christian mindset and that of the Naturalist or Humanist. B 

Bove, Paul A. Early Postmodernism: Foundational Essays. Durham: Duke University 

Press, 1995



This volume, consisting of eleven essays, is a compilation of foundational 

essays which were some of the “most distinguished and most influential statements” of the emergence of  postmodernism. The essays show that the history of postmodernism, which has now become a dominant force in our culture, was deeply connected with literary criticism. These essays discuss the worldview of postmodernism in the context of modern literary imagination, poetry, the New Gnosticism, dialectics in literary tradition, oral poetry, scientific discourse, and “Nietzsche’s prefiguration of postmodern American philosophy”.  E

Bowes, Pratima. The Hindu Religious Tradition: A Philosophical Approach. London: 

Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1977

In this work, Bowes discusses the Hindu religious tradition, including the caste systems, the Vedas, the Upanishads, Aranyakas, and Brahmans, their beliefs, polytheism, non-dualism, and the concept of truth and moral and spiritual values. Bowes sums up his discussion by speaking of Hindu religious tradition as having institutional and universal values guarded by the caste system and elaborate ritual structure. This is an important work on understanding the Hindu worldview and especially of what Bowes calls the “negative aspects of Hinduism” represented by the cast system without which he questions whether the Hindu religion could survive. B 

Bowker, John. Then Oxford Dictionary of World Religions. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1997.

This dictionary provides articles on topics, people, places, and events of all major religions. It is very helpful in studying concepts in various religious worldviews. B

Carmody, Denise Lardner; and Brink, T. L. Ways to the Center: An Introduction to World 

Religions. Belmont, CA: Thomson, 2006.

Carmody and Brink provide a very in-depth study of the religious traditions of world tribal religions, religions of ancient civilizations, Hinduism, Judaism, religions of China and Japan, Greek and Hellenistic religion, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and modern alternatives to traditional religion which include, science, political liberalism, secularism, Humanism, Historical criticism, Global exploration, evolution, Marxism, and Nazism. The authors also include a plethora of modern religious movements in the western world since the advent of secularism. This book provides an analysis of each worldview covered and has as one of its central points that “any religion can only be understood within the context of the people who live it”. This latter point makes the book very important for the study of worldviews in that it allows those with their own worldviews to determine what their worldview entails and necessitates a study of their society, culture, and history by the outsider. B

Chan, Wing-tsit. The Way of Lao Tzu. Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., 

1963.

Chan expounds on the Chinese worldview of Taoism, specifically the Way of Lao Tzu who lived in either the 6th or 4th century BC. Chan compares Taoism with and its influence on Confucianism, Neo-Taoism, Buddhism, and Neo-Confucianism. Its importance and purpose lies in helping the western mind understand Taoism. B

Connor, Steven, Ed. The Cambridge Companion to Postmodernism. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2004.

This extensive anthology is an attempt to “show the . . . nature of all postmodernist thinking” and how it has permeated nearly all areas of culture. These areas include philosophy, film, art, performance, space, science, technology, ethics, law, and religion. Connor’s book is an important addition to the understanding of the wide area of influence this worldview is having today. E

Craig, William Lane; and J. P. Moreland, Editors. Naturalism: A Critical Analysis. 

London: Routledge, 2000.

This volume consists writings of eleven scholars who reject naturalism as a basis for understanding all reality. They show Naturalism to be an insufficient worldview in the areas of epistemology, ontology, morality, and cosmology. This book thus presents an important in critique of the Naturalist worldview. B

Dardess, George. Meeting Islam: A Guide for Christians. Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 

2005.

In this book, Dardess attempts to educate Christians about the Islamic worldview. It discusses Islam’s key beliefs and practices, the Quran as the voice of God, the will of Allah, conversion to Islam, the concepts of Salat, Taqwa, Abd and Wali and Mary and Martha, Muhammad and the virgin Mary, Ramadan and Christmas, Hajj and Easter, Jihad, Isa and Jesus, Tauhid and the Trinity, Hijab and the veil of the Temple, and Takbir. The book is important in helping the Christian to understand the worldview of the Muslim and especially in knowing how to “personally” engage in that life. E

De Bary, William Theodore. The Buddhist Tradition in India, China, and Japan. New 

York: Random House, 1972,



In this book De Bary provides an anthology of three major Buddhist 

Traditions (Indian, Chinese, and Japanese Buddhist), their doctrines and practices, combining excerpts from basic Buddhist scripture and Buddhist thinkers along with De Bary’s own commentary. De Bary expounds on developments “in practical ethics, social attitudes, philosophical speculation, and religious and aesthetic contemplation” of these traditions. This book’s importance lies in its elucidation of the various differences and similarities of the Buddhist worldview and practice. B

De Caro, Mario; and Macarthur, David. Naturalism in Question. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 2004.

This volume is an anthology of writers who “question the appeal, rational motivations, and presuppositions of scientific naturalism across a broad range of philosophical topics”. The authors critique naturalism as inconsistent within itself, reductionistic, unable to fully explain the mind, action and freedom, nor can it explain ethical and aesthetic normativity, and call for a “new, more substantive, nonscientistic naturalism”, a pluralistic or liberal naturalism which can better fit reality. This work, while rejecting the old naturalism, does not embrace any “First Philosophy” or God and as such is important for the Christian in understanding the possible next step in the emerging new naturalistic worldview. E

Ellinger, Herbert. The Basics: Hinduism. London: SCM Press, 1996.

In this work, Ellinger presents the basics of the Hindu religion. These basics include “the world of Sanatana Dharma”, “the wheel of rebirth”, “the world of the Hindu gods” (including Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva), the Hindu scriptures (including the four Vedas, the Rig Veda, the Sama Veda, the Yajur Veda, the Atharva Veda, Sruti and Smriti), the casts, death and rebirth, their monks, saints and ascetics, and the Hindu Temple.  This is a great handbook in understanding the foundations of Hindu worldview.

Enroth, Ronald. A Guide to New Religious Movements. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2005.



Enroth states that the purpose of this book is “to help serious, caring 

Christians compassionately understand several contemporary religious 

movements and equip them to introduce people in those groups to Jesus our Lord”. Those contemporary religious movements which this anthology discusses include Jehovah’s Witnesses, Yoga and Hinduism, Unification Church, Latter-Day Saints, Astral Religion and the New Age, the Dalai Lama and Tibetan Buddhism, Neopaganism, the Baha’i faith, and the Nation of Islam. The book not only assesses what each group believes but also addresses why they are attractive to so many people. Its importance lies in its distinguishing of world views that are more recent arrivals on the world scene. B

Ellucuria, Ignacio; and Sobrino, Jon., Eds. Mysterium Liberationis: Fundamental 

Concepts of Liberation Theology. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1993.

In this book, Ellucuria and Sobrino “offer a systematized presentation of the core and nucleus of the theology of liberation”, a worldview that envisions the liberation of the poor in the third world from their plight. The authors discuss this view’s history, methodology, epistemology, theology, its connection with Marxism, its Biblical hermeneutics, Christology, ecclesiology, moral theory, its views on women, the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and its hope. Liberation theology has captured much of the third world, especially Latin America, and thus has a very important place in the study of contemporary worldviews. E

Faizi, Gloria. The Bahai Faith: An Introduction. Wilmette, IL: Bahai Publishing Trust, 

1972.

Faizi presents the Baha’i worldview which encompasses the dream of uniting all religions as children of one God.  Faizi shows how the Baha’i worldview had its beginnings in the 1800s originating in one called the “Bab” (the Gate) and his disciple Bahaullah (the glory of God). This book is important in helping the student of worldviews understand the Baha’i attempt at uniting all mankind under its theological worldview. B

Fisher, Mary Pat. Living Religions, Fifth Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 

2002.

In this book, Fisher provides a college level discussion of the various religious beliefs and contemporary worldviews. These include Spiritualism, Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, and various new religious movements such as the Unification Movement, Rastafarianism, Jehovah Witnesses, Christian Science, Radhasoami, New Age, Bahai, as well as the concepts of religious pluralism, interfaith movements, feminine in religions, and the source of religion and the religious response in humanity. Fisher’s book thus provides an important comprehensive source for the development, beliefs, and practices of a multitude of religious worldviews of today. B

Geisler, Norman L. Christian Apologetics. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1976.

In this book, Geisler, after surveying several tests for truth, argues for Christian Theism as the only adequate worldview. He does this by applying those tests for truth (including agnosticism, rationalism, fideism, experientialism, evidentialism, pragmatism, and combinationalism) to the worldviews of Deism, Pantheism, Panentheism, Atheism, Theism, and Naturalism. This book is extremely helpful in establishing Christian Theism as the only adequate worldview from a philosophical standpoint. B

_________. Christian Ethics: Options and Issues. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.



Geisler discusses the Christian, Humanist, and other worldviews on 

several ethical issues. These issues include abortion, euthanasia, biomedical issues, capital punishment, war, civil disobedience, homosexuality, marriage and divorce, ecology, antinomianism, situationism, generalism and various types of absolutism.  This book is important in showing how worldviews affect and direct ethics. B

Groothuis, Douglas. Truth Decay: Defending Christianity Against the Challenges of 

Postmodernism. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2000


Groothuis writes this book “to counteract postmodernism”. He 

assesses the core claims of postmodernism focusing on its concept of truth and he claims that truth is decaying through social, cultural, and individual constructs by  having abandoned the biblical view of truth which is “objective, absolute, universal”. He critiques the postmodernist views on ethics, art, theology, race, gender, etc. This book is thus a great help for the defenders of the Christian worldview over against that of Postmodernism. E

Halverson, Dean C. General Editor. The Compact Guide to World Religions. 

Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1996.


In this work, Halverson, gives a comprehensive overview of world religions. He compares Animism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Marxism, New Age Movement, Secularism, Shinto, Taoism, and Christianity giving the major teachings of each worldview. It is an indispensable guide for understanding the differences and similarities of each view. E

Hasker, William. Metaphysics: Constructing a World View. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 

1983.



In this book, Hasker, provides what could be used as a “core text” in a 

course on metaphysics. In developing a worldview that is sufficient for the world 

we encounter, the author highlights the need for that worldview to have factual adequacy, logical consistency, and explanatory power. After considering the subject areas of “freedom and necessity”, “minds and bodies”, and “the world”, he compares and contrasts Nihilism, Naturalism, Pantheism, and Theism and gives the Christian a metaphysical foundation for the Theistic worldview. E

Herrick, Jim. Humanism: An Introduction. Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2005.

Herrick outlines in this book the “fully expressed belief system” of humanism. Beginning early in the book with a declaration of humanists’ disbelief in the supernatural, the author outlines the basic belief system of humanism in the areas of philosophy, morality; politics, science, arts, and the environment. This book is important in expressing in detail the humanist world view on these various areas of life. E

Hertzberg, Arthur, Editor. Judaism. New York: George Braziller, 1961. 



This anthology gives an overview of the Jewish worldview including the 

nature of the covenant people, God, the Torah, the festivals, the land, doctrine of man, sin, repentance, the messiah, and prayer. This book is important as a survey of Judaism’s understanding of reality. E

Holmes, Arthur F. Contours of a World View. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983.

Holmes in this book “sets forth the importance and nature of worldviews and sets forth the overall contours of a distinctively Christian worldview in relationship both to the history of ideas and to the contemporary mind”. Throughout the work Holmes interacts with the Humanistic worldview in establishing the contours of a Christian worldview from theological and philosophical perspectives on God, man, the nature of knowledge, values or ethics, and society and history.  The book is an important contribution to the veracity of the Christian faith. B

_________. Ed. The Making of a Christian Mind: A Christian World View and the 

Academic Enterprise. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1985.


The authors of this anthology urge Christians to embrace their worldview more fully in the areas of the physical world, psychology, sociology, and the creative arts. This worldview is detailed by Holmes on his chapter entitled “Toward a Christian View of Things.” This work is important in that it shows how the Christian worldview can provide “an integrating framework for all that we do.” B

Hunnex, Milton D. Existentialism and Christian Belief: A Frank Appraisal of a Modern-

Day Philosophy. Chicago: Moody Press, 1969.



Hunnex argues “that liberal Christianity is in trouble” and that it is 

spiritually bankrupt in its existentialist worldview foundations of truth. He shows “the fallacy and illogical conclusions of this new school of thought” from a philosophical perspective rather than from a Biblical perspective. The importance of this book is that it provides and excellent defense of the traditional Christian faith over against the modern liberal existentialist position from a rational ground. B

Hurley, Jennifer A., Editor. Islam: Opposing Viewpoints. San Diego, Greenhaven Press, 

2001.



In this anthology, the authors expound on a number of conflicting view 

points between Islam and the West, and within Islam itself. These include views on democracy, freedom of speech, women’s issues, terrorism, and Jihad. This is an important book in that it educates the West on Islamic cultural beliefs and the diversity within Islam. E

Izutsu, Toshihiko. God and Man in the Koran Semantics of the Koranic Weltanschauung. 

New York: Arno Press, 1980.

Izutsu’s study is concerned with the “personal relationship between God and man in the Koranic world-view” from the semantic or key term study of the language of Islam. It deals with how the “world of Being is structured, what are 

. . . the major constituents of the world, and how they are related to each other” and is thus a “concrete, living, dynamic ontology” of being discussing such concepts as man and God, Allah, creation, human destiny, “signs” of God, worship as a means of communication, prayer, humble submission, and the ethical concepts of mercy and wrath. This book thus provides important insights into the nature of being (both that of man and God) in the Islamic worldview. E  

Johnson, Phillip E. Darwin on Trial. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1991.



Johnson evaluates how available scientific evidence does not necessarily 

support the evolutionary worldview. Several aspects of Darwinism are challenged including the concept of natural selection, the concept of mutations in macroevolution, missing links in the fossil record, problems with the vertebrate sequence, the question of how complex molecular structures first came into existence, the concept of intelligent design, and Darwinist religion and pseudoscience. This book is important in the defense of Christianity and Creation over against a godless Darwinian evolutionary or Naturalist worldview. B

Jones, Lindsay, Editor. Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition.  15 Volumes. Detroit: 

Thomson Gale, 2005.

This 15 volume set covers every major world religion along with its history, beliefs, personalities, and terminology. A massive compilation, this Encyclopedia is a great asset to the study of worldviews of all types. E.

Klostermaier, Klaus K. A Survey of Hinduism. New York: State University of New York, 

1989.



Klostermaier, gives an in-depth survey of Hinduism in this book. He 

discusses not only its history, its many gods, its scriptures and the concept of Dharma, and other beliefs, but spends considerable pagination to discuss the three Hindu paths: (1) The path of works (Karmamarga), (2) the path of knowledge (Jnanamarga), and (3) the path of loving devotion (Bhaktimarga).  This book gives great depth and help in understanding this Eastern worldview. B

Kolocotroni, Vassiliki; Goldman, Jane; and Taxidou, Olga, Editors. Modernism: An 

Anthology of Sources and Documents. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1999.


The authors of this anthology give the world “a landmark comprehensive 

documentary resource for the study of Modernism, bringing together more than 150 key essays, articles, manifestos, and other writings of the political and aesthetic avant garde between 1840 and 1950”.  The authors show how modernism permeated western culture in art, literature, architecture, feminism and media. This book is an invaluable resource for those studying the worldview of Modernism. E

Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Second Ed. Chicago: 

University of Chicago, 1970.



Kuhn in this book “demolishes the logical empiricist view of science as an 

objective progression toward the truth”. He shows that science progresses not as a steady and gradual accumulation of knowledge but rather in alternating intellectual periods of peace alternating with radical revolutions. His view of change in scientific perception of the world follows the following sequence: Normal science, scientific discovery, emergence of anomalies, crisis, scientific revolution, and change in worldview. This book has had an incredible impact in many fields other than science as it depicts how worldviews in general change. This concept is very important also for helping understand how people change world views and thus helpful when applied to understanding the intellectual conversion process of any group from one worldview to another. B

Kurtz, Paul. Humanist Manifesto 2000: A Call for a New Planetary Humanism. 

Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2000.

In this Manifesto, Kurtz continues the tradition of the Humanist Manifestos I and II which called for the institution of humanism as the philosophy which should be embraced in the modern world based on naturalism, excluding any “classical transcendentalist doctrines”. Kurtz, however, expands upon the earlier manifestos to endorse “a humanist ethics based on reason and a planetary bill of rights and responsibilities” with a global agenda from a “post-postmodernist” outlook for the “future of mankind”. This work is important for the study of worldviews in that it keeps one abreast of the advance of humanist philosophy into the world community. E

_________, Ed. Humanist Manifestos I and II. Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books, 1980.

Kurtz edits a republishing of both Humanist Manifesto I of 1933 and II of 1973 in which the Secular Humanist worldview is set forth in detail via these humanist statements of belief. It outlines what the supporters consider “a philosophy for survival and fulfillment in our time”. It offers a godless worldview and yet sets forth humanist views of the “meaning of life, civil liberties, democracy, the right to suicide, abortion, divorce, euthanasia, sexual freedom, worldwide ecological and economic planning and the building of world community”. This book is very important in the study of worldviews as it gives probably the most comprehensive succinct statement of the Humanist worldview.

_________. Living without Religion: Eupraxophy. Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 

1994.

Kurtz here argues against humanism as a religion, a term which he believes theists and others have fallaciously placed upon it. Instead, he argues that Humanism is a eupraxophy, which means “good practical wisdom”, a non-religion in the same class as Epicureanism, Stoicism, Skepticism, Utilitarianism, Marxism, Existentialism, Pragmatism, and even perhaps Confucianism.  This book, whether Kurtz indeed credibly supports his position or not, highlights the 

importance of what Kurtz himself calls one’s “ultimate concern” in the fabric of 

one’s worldview. E.

Lammerts, Walter E., Editor.  Why Not Creation? Nutley, N. J.: Presbyterian and 

Reformed, 1970.



In this work, Lammerts and other scholars give scientific support for the 

rejection of the evolutionary theory and acceptance of biblical creation of the beginning of the earth and the universe.  This support comes from radioactive dating, geological, paleontological, genetic, biochemical, DNA, and botanical and zoological evidence.  This book, while dated, stands as an important scientific beginning in the attempt to reestablish the veracity of the Christian worldview as opposed that of Naturalism. B

Lamont, Corliss. The Philosophy of Humanism, Sixth Edition. New York: Frederick 

            Ungar Publishing Company, 1982.


In this work Lamont presents an in-depth analysis in textbook form of the 

humanistic way of life and worldview. He defines humanism, shows its philosophical, religious, and cultural roots, looks at the unity of body and personality in man, humanism’s theory of the universe, its reliance on reason and science, its ethics, its goal of attaining the happiness and social good of the individual, and its extension of democracy as well as its affirmation of life. In addition, it contains an appendix with Humanist Manifestos I and II.  Lamont’s work is very valuable in that it gives a very comprehensive presentation of the major foundations of Humanism. E

Lane, William Craig; and Moreland, J. P. Philosophical Foundations for a Christian 

World View. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2002. 


Craig and Moreland answer the questions of “What is Real?” “What is 

Truth?” “Is there a God?” and “Can we know him? This is a philosophical study from a Christian perspective including epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics. It is important for the study of worldviews in that it stands as a great defense of the Christian worldview and is extremely helpful in equipping the Christian to be able to explain the philosophical foundations of that worldview to others. E

Levitt, Zola. The Spirit of Sun Myung Moon. Irvine, CA: Harvest Hours Publishers, 1976. 

Levitt describes the belief system and worldview of the leader of the “Moonies” (i.e., the World Unification Church), Sun Myung Moon. It includes Moon’s and his followers’ belief in Korean style salvation, Moon as the new messiah, his views on Jesus, his view of the future, and the setting up of a one world kingdom. This book’s importance lies in not only its enlightenment concerning the “Mooney” worldview but also in its support of the Christian worldview over against that of Moon. B.

Lewis, C. S.  Miracles: How God Intervenes in Nature and Human Affairs. New York: 

Macmillan, 1978.



Lewis argues that the Incarnation is the central miracle in the Christian 

worldview and that it provides for the “fitness, and therefore credibility, of the 

particular miracles”. Without the Incarnation, Lewis asserts, any discussion of those particular miracles is “futile”.  Lewis’ book is a philosophical “preliminary to historical inquiry” into miracles as it sets forth the naturalist and supernaturalist views of the world. Lewis challenges the naturalist, rationalist, agnostic, and deistic worldviews arguing for the Christian worldview that God not only exists but also is personally involved with his creation. This book is an important for the defenders of the Christian worldview. B

MacIntyre, Alasdair. Marxism and Christianity. London: Duckworth, 1995.



In this work, MacIntyre argues that “Hegel, Fauerbach, and Marx 

humanized certain central Christian beliefs in such a way as to present a 

secularized version of the Christian judgment upon, rather than the Christian adaptation to, the secular present.” He claims that Marxism was a “transformation of Christianity which, like some other heresies, provided grounds for reasserting elements in Christianity which had been ignored and obscured by many Christians”, specifically the Christian concept of “justice” in human and social relationships. This insight is important in tracing the origin of the Marxist worldview in the failure of recent Christianity to uphold justice in the social context. B

Martin, Michael; and Monnier, Ricki, Eds. The Improbability of God. Amherst, NY: 

Prometheus Books, 2006.

Martin and Monnier present in an anthology form a Humanist philosophical position against the existence of God using basically two kinds of arguments: (1) the improbability of God and (2) the impossibility of God. These arguments engage basic positions for the existence of God including the cosmological arguments, the teleological arguments, “inductive evil arguments”, and nonbelief arguments. This book is important for the understanding of the Humanist worldview concerning prime reality not being God. B 

McDowell, Bruce A.; and Zaka, Anees. Muslims and Christians at the Table: Promoting 

Biblical Understanding Among North American Muslims. Phillipsburg, NJ, P & R Publishing, 1999.

McDowell and Anees’ purpose in this book is to provide the Christian with an understanding of the worldview of the Muslim in order to promote the Christian’s ability to evangelize Muslims in North America. The authors discuss the goals of the Muslim community, the historical and cultural background of Islam, Islam’s theological understanding of the Bible, Allah, its mission, human nature, and the effects of sin. The importance of this book lies in its practical application of the knowledge of the Islamic worldview for the Christian evangelism of Muslims. B 

McDowell, Josh. The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict. Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers, 1999.

McDowell, in this book, makes a defense for the Christian worldview over against the Humanistic worldview. He argues that the NT and OT documents are reliable, the resurrection of Jesus and other miracles as real and historical, and engages modern biblical criticism (such as the Documentary Hypothesis, Form Criticism and Historical Skepticism) giving support for the Christian worldview. This book is very important in helping establish the veracity of the Christian Faith. B

Momen, Wendi; and Momen, Moojan. Understanding the Baha’i Faith. Edinburgh: 

Dunedin Academic Press, 2006.

Momen and Momen in this book attempt to “describe a religion that is relatively young” giving a factual account of its history, organization development, and its sacred texts. In developing this worldview the text looks at one’s personal life, spiritual life, home and family life, community lift, social issues, and the Baha’i vision of a united world in an effort to advance the central teaching of Buha’u’llah (Baha’i’s founder) that “it is imperative for humanity to recognize that it is a single race so that it can act in unity as one global community to meet the challenges of the present day”. This book is very important in helping one better understand the worldview of the Baha’i faith. B

Moreland, J. P. Editor. The Creation Hypothesis: Scientific Evidence for Intelligent 

Designer. Downers Grove, IVP, 1994.



In this anthology, the writers argue for the cosmos having a Creator based 

on the philosophy of intelligent design over against the modernist philosophy of 

scientific naturalism. This position is named “theistic science” based on the 

proposition that God “conceived of as a personal, transcendent agent of great power and intelligence, has through direct, primary agent causation, and indirect, secondary causation created and designed the world for a purpose and has directly intervened in the course of its development at various times.” The authors support their position by looking at four different areas of science, namely “the origin of life”, the “origin of major groups of organisms”, the “origin of human language”, and the “origin and formation of the universe”. This book is important in understanding the scientific support for the Christian worldview that postulates a Creator. E

Moreland, J. P.; and Craig, William Lane. Philosophical Foundations for a Christian 

Worldview. Downers Grove: IVP, 2003.

Moreland and Craig in this volume offer a “comprehensive introduction to philosophy from a Christian perspective” contending that this will aid Christians in evangelism and apologetics. The large volume (651 pages) covers a wide range of issues, including those of the nature of philosophy, logic, epistemology, metaphysics, philosophy of science, ethics, philosophy of religion, the existence of God, and postmodernism.  This book is an invaluable textbook for the student who wishes to understand and/or defend the philosophical foundations of the Christian worldview. B

Nash, Ronald H. World Views in Conflict: Choosing Christianity in a World of Ideas. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.



Nash defines the concept of “world view” and presents important steps 

Christians “must” take to “prepare themselves for the intellectual battle” that is 

confronting Christianity.  He then outlines the Christian worldview and discusses the problem of evil and the test of reason, naturalism, the New Age Movement, and how to win the battle in the world of ideas. This book is important in the study of worldviews in that it not only outlines the Christian worldview but also helps arm the Christian to do battle with other worldviews. E

Neusner, Jacob, Ed. Religious Foundations of Western Civilization: Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2006.


Neusner presents this volume as a “volume of description” of how 

Christianity, Islam and Judaism have defined “many of the decisive moments in Western civilization, from the beginning to the present”. In so doing the anthology discusses the religion, politics, culture, law, society, diversity, and philosophy of each of these worldviews and how they shaped the Western world through interaction with that world and those worldview’s encounter with each other. This is important in for developing an understanding how worldviews impact history and civilizations. B

Neusner, Jacob; and Avery-Peck, Alan J., Editors. The Blackwell Reader in Judaism. 

Oxford: Blackwell, 2001.



This anthology covers the entire aspect of Judaism. It presents Judaism’s 

history, canon, interaction with Christianity and Islam, and its position in Christendom, as well as its philosophy and piety. It also presents Judaism’s principle doctrines, its modern diversity within Judaism, including Orthodox, Conservative, and New Age, as well as its position on women, its contemporary theology, secular forms, Zionism, and the return to traditional Judaism which occurred at the end of the 20th century. This book is important for understanding the rich background and position of this worldview. B

Noebel, David A. Understanding the Times: The Religious World Views of our Day and 

the Search for Truth. Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1994.


Noebel gives a comprehensive evaluation of the Humanist, Christian, 

Marxism/Leninism, and New Age worldviews in light of the Bible. He compares ten categories of each worldview with the others including theology, philosophy, ethics, biology, psychology, sociology, law, politics, economics, and history. He argues cogently for the “superiority of the Christian position” in all of these categories and extends a call to Christians to reclaim these categories for Christ. This book is an excellent worldview reference especially for the Christian in understanding other major worldviews of our day and in the defense of the Christian worldview. B

Olafson, Frederick A. Naturalism and the Human Condition Against Scientism. London: 

Routledge, 2001.



In this philosophical book, Olafson supports his thesis that “naturalism is 

confused and mistaken in the principal philosophical claims it makes”. He shows 

the falicity of scientism in its attempt to understand beings that live with one another in a condition of transcendence “simply in terms of the causal regularities governing the processes that take place in those organisms or in the natural environment around them”. It is fallacious in that this condition of transcendence can only be “understood through the very conceptual models” that Scientism rejects. This book is important in helping the Naturalist or those who hold to Scientism see the inconsistencies in their worldview and perhaps encourage them to embrace another worldview. E

Oxtoby, Willard G., Editor. World Religions: Western Traditions. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 2001.



Oxtoby’s World Religions is a textbook for the study of Western 

religions. It deals with the traditions of Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, Islam and New Horizons. It is helpful to the undergraduate student of Western worldviews. E

_________. World Religions: Eastern Traditions. Oxford:Oxford University Press, 2001.

                         This is a companion volume to Oxtoby’s World Religions: Western 

            Traditions. It expounds on the beliefs of South Asian and East Asian worldviews 

             as well as Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism, Buddhism, and aboriginal traditions of 

 the Pacific. The book not only covers the beliefs of these various traditions but also discusses their history. E

Plantinga, Alvin; and Wolterstorff, Nicholas, Eds. Faith and Rationality: Reason and 

             Belief in God. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame, 1983.



This work is a series of essays on the topic of faith and reason around the 

four themes of: (1) the collapse of classical foundationalism, (2) the evidentialist challenge to religious belief, (3) Reformed or Calvinist epistemology, and (4) the “inevitable pluralism of the academy”. The book concentrates on the rationality of the Christian belief including a discussion of reason and belief in God, Christian experience and Christian belief, the rationality in the belief in God, the relationship between faith and reason, and the role of the resurrection in faith and reason. This book is important in supporting the intellectual veracity of the Christian worldview. B

Prabhavananda, Swami; and Manchester, Frederick. The Upahishads: Breath of the 

Eternal. The Principle Texts Selected and Translated from the Original Sanskrit. New York: Mentor Books, 1957.
Prabhavananda and Manchester present the English reader with a translation of the Upanishads, a part of the most ancient scriptures of India (i.e., the Vedas) dealing with the knowledge of God. These scriptures are the “inspiration behind all systems of Hindu religion and remain the primary source of spiritual guidance for millions of believers today”. As such, this book is important as a primary source of the Hindu worldview. B

Rauche, G. A. Contemporary Philosophical Alternatives and the Crisis of Truth:  A 

Critical Study of Positivism, Existentialism, and Marxism. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1970.

Rauche argues that the function of philosophy is to analyze crisis-situations and develop a philosophy of life to determine the authenticity of man’s existence. He argues that logical positivism, existentialism, and Marxism worldviews all developed as “philosophical alternatives for coping with the present world-crisis . . . of truth” but have failed to resolve the crises. Rauch goes on to argue that only a philosophy which can “enable a man to lead a life in conformity with his real nature”, a life of authentic existence, will be successful in resolving crises as they arise in man’s existence. Rauche makes an important contribution to understanding worldviews in discussing the impetus for their formation and the basis of their success or failure in the world. E

Randall, John Herman, Jr. The Making of the Modern Mind. New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1976.

In The Making of the Modern Mind, Randall traces the development of the modern Humanistic mindset and world view from medieval Christendom through the Renaissance, the Newtonian world-machine, the age of reason, the philosophy of liberalism, individualism, social democracy, biological evolution, the development of Naturalism, Marxism, communism, socialism, and capitalism. In these topics Randall shows the historical retreat of Theism from the modern mind. This book is important in helping one understand the historical development of Naturalism and its replacement of Theism in our world today. B

Ridenour, Fritz. So What’s the Difference? How World Faiths Compare to Christianity.  

Gospel Light Publications, 2001. 

Ridenour expounds on the differences between the top twenty worldviews of our time and Christianity. He compares the view of Christianity with Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism as well as the views of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormonism, New Age, Baha'i, Christian Science, Evolutionism, Hare Krishna, Secular Humanism, Witchcraft, Neopaganism, Postmodernism, the Unification Church and others. This is a very important study in that it explains and compares many more worldviews with Christianity than many modern texts do. E

Schaeffer, Francis A. A Christian Manifesto. Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1981.


In this book, Schaeffer presents a Christian response to the Communist Manifesto of 1847 and the Humanist Manifestos of 1933 and 1973 and advocates action (including civil disobedience and force) by citizens against the positions of those manifestos. He shows how the Humanist worldview is in the process of abolishing truth and morality, is destroying faith and freedom, and has led the United States away from the worldview of its founding fathers. It is important in that it advocates what Shaeffer believes is a political Christian worldview response to the current political stance of Humanism. B

__________. The God Who Is There: Speaking Historic Christianity into the Twentieth 

Century. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1968.

In this book Schaeffer delineates the five steps in the line of despair (philosophy, art, music, general culture, and theology) in the gradual demise of the Christian mindset to secular humanism in the common populace in the second half of the twentieth century in the western world. Schaeffer urges a return to historic Christian principles as the basis for life and the salvation of Western culture. This book is important in that it vividly shows how the worldview of naturalism/secularism has infiltrated and pushed out the Christian worldview in major areas of Western culture. B

Singer, C. Gregg. From Rationalism to Irrationality: The Decline of the Western Mind 

from the Renaissance to the Present. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1979.

As the title of this book suggests, Singer gives an overview of the change of worldview in the western world from Christian Theism to Naturalism. He traces this shift through the Medieval, Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment, Kantian Idealism, Hegelianism, Darwinism, and existentialism developments in history. Gregg’s book is important in that it shows how in embracing Naturalism, the Western society has embraced irrationalism which threatens to destroy it and that to save this society there must be a return to the Biblical Christian worldview. B

Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog, Third Edition. 

Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2004.

Sire in this book provides the reader with a basic philosophical understanding of Christian Theism, deism, naturalism, nihilism, existentialism. Eastern pantheistic monism, New Age philosophy and postmodernism. He argues for an “examined life” of each worldview from the seven philosophical areas of prime reality, the nature of the cosmos, the nature of man, what happens at death, the nature of knowledge, ethics, and history. The determination of the truthfulness of any worldview will depend on its internal consistency, its adequate handling of the data, and its ability to explain “what is claimed to be explained”. Sire argues for the Christian worldview as the one that best fits these criteria. B


Smart, Ninian. Worldviews: Cross-cultural Explorations of Human Beliefs. Pearson 

Education, 1999.

In this book Smart offers what the publisher claims is a balanced “wide-ranging, and realistic approach to the full range of worldviews, showing how, whether religious or secular, they define the human values that drive the engines of both continuity and change worldwide”.  The author shows how the various traditions while similar in many aspects emphasize different specific areas. The book is important for the study of worldviews in that it explores major religious and secular ideologies including Marxism, nationalisms, scientific humanism from six aspects: “experiential/emotional; narrative/mythic; doctrinal/philosophical; ethical/legal; ritual/practical; and social/organizational”. E.

Swinburne, Richard. The Coherence of Theism. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1977.



Swinburne writes his book with the purpose of examining the core theistic 

belief, “that God exists, that there is a God.” He is not concerned as much with whether it is true or whether one can know it is true but rather if the claim of there being a God is coherent. After dealing with the coherence of religious language and creeds, the coherence of the existence of an eternal omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, good spirit and the concept of a “necessary God”, He concludes that there is a God “who is miniessentially a personal ground of being, or something which entails this”. This helps establish the Christian worldview (which depends on God) over against the atheist denial of a supernatural being. B

_________. The Existence of God. Oxford: Clarendon, 1979.

This book is a sequel to The Coherence of Theism also written by Swineburne. In contrast to the concern of The Coherence of Theism, this book is concerned with determining whether the claim that God exists is true. The author argues for the probability of its truthfulness through inductive arguments, the nature of explanation, its intrinsic probability, the explanatory power of theism, the cosmological and teleological arguments, arguments from consciousness and morality as well as the problem of evil, providence, history, miracles, and religious experience. This is an important work in supporting a Theistic worldview. B

Turner, Colin. Islam: The Basics. New York: Routledge, 2006.

Turner traces the history of Muhammad and the Koran and does a phenomenological study on the “ideals, beliefs and practices” of Islam which is “enshrined in the Koran”. The author also seeks to communicate (1) Islam’s “diversity of intellectual, emotional and socio-political approaches to Islamic revelation”, and (2) the need to distinguish and separate between the ideals of the Koran and the practice of individual Muslims.  Turner examines the message and messenger of Islam, its beliefs, practices, spirituality, revival, reform, and its response to modern challenges and thus gives the student a solid understanding of this worldview. B

Van Voorst, Robert E. Anthology of World  Scriptures, Fifth Edition. Belmont, CA: 

Thomson, 2006.

This book by Van Voorst “is designed to facilitate” the encounter of the reader and student of religion with the scriptures of Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Baha'i, Christian Science, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day-Saints, and the Unification church. Van Voorst provides an anthology of scripture readings from these various worldviews and “sets them in the context of their application in the traditions themselves, taking into account recent scholarship on the role of scriptures in religion”. This is an important text for the study of worldviews in that it engages the student with the primary sources for the various traditions. B  

Wagner, Steven J.; and Warner, Richard. Naturalism: A Critical Appraisal. Notre Dame, 

IN: University of Notre Dame, 1993.

This book consists of a collection of essays written by several scholars taking a critical view of naturalism arguing that naturalism should be criticized because it faces “grave difficulties”. Three general criticisms are put forth: (1) “crucial assumptions that naturalists make about science are not borne about by actual scientific practice”, (2) “naturalism is self-defeating in that it asserts more than its own strictures allow it to assert”, and (3) naturalism is “inconsistent with other things we are clearly justified in thinking”. This book is extremely important in showing that not all facts are natural facts and that Naturalism cannot explain all of reality. E.

Walsh, Brian J.; and Middleton, J. Richard. The Transforming Vision: Shaping a 

Christian World View. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1984.

This book is a “passionate call to Christians to be of one heart and mind and to acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord in all of life”, i.e., a call to Christians to embrace the Biblical worldview in all of reality.  Middleton and Walsh, in attempting to accomplish this, expound on the nature of a worldview, how to analyze it, the specifics of the Christian worldview, the opposing worldviews of Dualism and Humanism, and well as discusses the various gods of our age. The book closes with a call to Christians to embrace the Christian worldview in all of life and thereby heal the “brokenness of our present cultural situation”. E

Ware, James R. The Sayings of Confucius: A New Translation by James R. Ware. New 

York: Mentor Books, 1955.

In this book, Ware gives the Chinese worldview of Confucius who lived from 551-479 BC. This book represents one of six classics of the Chinese canon which also includes The Changes, The Writings of Old, The Poems, The Ceremonials, and The Annals. Ware’s book is important in that it provides the English-speaking world with a primary source for the study of Confucianism. B

Waring, E. Graham. Deism and Natural Religion. New York: Frederick Ungar Publishing 

Company, 1967.

Graham presents the development of the controversy as well as the development of the worldview of Deism in the age of the Enlightenment. The author presents an anthology of several writings of the period including writings of John Toland, Peter Browne, Charles Leslie, Samuel Clarke, Anthony Collins, Thomas Woolston, Thomas Sherlock, John Wesley and others. The book is very helpful in understanding the Diest “phenomenon of intellectual history”. E

Webber, Robert E. Secular Humanism: Threat and Challenge. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1982.

Webber argues for the need of a “recovery of an authentic Christian 

humanism” in light of Secular Humanism’s affect on Christians and our Western culture. He argues that “secularization has driven a wedge between religious faith and our life in the world”, the answer to which both the religious right (which has lumped all humanists together and posited a political solution) and the religious left (which has abandoned the concept of sin) have no answer. Rather the answer, according to Webber, lies in the church taking its worldview to the world in all aspects of life while embracing the four convictions of “confidence in God in Christ; a supernatural worldview; the power of Christ acting through the church; and incarnational humanitarianism”. The value of this book is in its warning to Christians against overreacting to secular humanism to such a degree that authentic Christian humanism is abandoned. E

Wolfe, David L. Epistemology: The Justification of Belief. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 

1982.

Wolfe expounds on the epistemological foundations of religious belief. He is concerned to bring “intellectual honesty to bear on” his Christian beliefs to show that they are not false, dogmatic assertions but are consistent, coherent, congruous, and comprehensive with one’s experience in the world. To do this, the author discusses the different approaches to justification (including rationalism, experience, and relativism), the problem of criteria, and reason and religious belief. This book is important for the Theist in establishing the criteria for the justification and intellectual integrity of his belief system or worldview. B

Yandell, Keith E. Christianity and Philosophy. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984.

This volume attempts to establish that theism is “cognitively meaningful” (i.e. true) and that there are reasons to think it is true. Yandell considers questions such as “Do traditional arguments show that God exists?” “Do religious claims have truth value?” “Is the existence of evil evidence against the existence of God?” and “How are religion and morality related?” and then sets up a way to test and assess the rationality of religious conceptual systems. This book is important in the establishment of theism as rationally true. B

Young, William A. World Religions: Worldviews and Contemporary Issues, a Prentice 

Hall Portfolio Edition. Prentice Hall, 2004.


Young’s book is a textbook surveying world religions including not only 

major religious traditions (Hinduism, Theravada Buddhism, Jainism, Taoism, Mahayna Buddhism, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and The New Religions) but also indigenous religions of Africa and North America. It discusses each religion’s history, stances on contemporary issues, and how they compare and contrast to each other. The book is a very important for worldview studies especially in the area of information on indigenous religions. E
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