OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis to Deuteronomy:
· Genesis—The Greek word for origin. Thus named because it lays out the origins of the cosmos, mankind, and the major human institutions.

· Exodus—Latin, from the Greek exodos, meaning exit or going out. Thus named because it is here that we read of Israel’s exit from Egyptian slavery.

· Leviticus—Latin for pertaining to Levi. Levi was one of the 12 sons of Jacob whose descendants were responsible for worship, thus “Leviticus.” So named because here we find the rules of the priesthood.

· Numbers—Named so because of the two censuses, or numberings, of the people of Israel in this book.

· Deuteronomy—From deuteronomion, Greek for “second law.” The Law was first given on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 20), near the beginning of the 40-year period of wandering in the wilderness. It is presented a second time shortly before the Israelites enter Canaan, hence Deuteronomy (deuteros = second, nomos = law).

Joshua to 2 Kings:
· Joshua—named after the military commander and leader of God’s people, Joshua, who was Moses’ successor. In Hebrew, Joshua means “savior.” In the Bible, the names "Joshua" and "Jesus" are identical, in Hebrew as well as in Greek. (Yeshua’ and Iesous, respectively.)

· Judges—the book is aptly named after the leaders, or judges, of God’s people in this period of history (approx 1400-1050 BC). Interestingly, the judges did not lead all of Israel, but only a handful of tribes at a time. Not surprisingly, their periods of leadership are somewhat overlapping.

· Ruth—this book is simply named after its heroine, Ruth. The book describes life in the period of the judges.

· 1-2 Samuel—named after the judge Samuel, who is a major character through much of 1 Samuel—though not 2 Samuel. 

· 1-2 Kings—so named because they describe life in Israel under the monarchy. During most of this period, Israel was divided in two: Northern Israel and Southern Judah were perennially at odds with one another.


Note: in the Hebrew Bible, the books from Joshua to 2 Kings were known as “the former prophets.”

1 Chronicles to Song of Songs:
All of these are “exilic works.” That is, they were written after the Babylonians had taken the remaining kingdom of Judah (or southern Israel) into captivity, after destroying the temple and other important buildings in Jerusalem.

· 1-2 Chronicles—simply named “Chronicles” because it chronicle the reigns of the kings, particularly those of Judah. These books were written in the 5th century BC.

· Ezra-Nehemiah—originally thought to have been one book, here are described the lives of Ezra and Nehemiah, two key figures in the rebuilding of Israel after the exile. Appropriately, Ezra is similar to the Hebrew word for help, while Nehemiah sounds like “God is my comfort.”

· Esther—named for the heroine of the book, a Jewess of the Exile who ended up in the harem of King Xerxes. Esther (Ishtar) means star, and is the name of a popular goddess throughout much of Old Testament history. She is anything but an idolater, however. Through her courage and royal position, the people of God are saved from a Persian holocaust.

· Job—Named after the man whose world (and theology) is thrown into confusion as he personally confronts the problem of suffering.

· Psalms—Originally prayers and hymns sung to the accompaniment of stringed instruments. (Psallo is old Greek for pluck.)  

· Proverbs—A collection of hundreds of wise sayings from Solomon and other contributors.

· Ecclesiastes—From the Latin word for the leader of the assembly (ecclesia), presumably referring to Solomon, the traditional author.

· Song of Solomon—A romantic poem, or collection of poems, for the marriage of Solomon. Also called Song of Songs and Canticles
Isaiah-Daniel:
The final 16 books are attributed to the prophets.

· Isaiah—named for the great prophet of the 8th century BC. He is the most quoted prophet in the New Testament.

· Jeremiah—named for the prophet of Judah (ministered 626-586 BC). 

· Lamentations—written by the same prophet Jeremiah. Lamentations are songs of mourning—in this case, over the destruction of Jerusalem, the Temple, and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Alas, the prophets, priests, and kings would not listen to Jeremiah.
· Ezekiel—named for the prophet of the exile. 

· Daniel—named for the statesman and prophet Daniel, who had been deported to Babylon in the late 600s BC. His name means “God is my judge.” Appropriate, considering his uncompromising stance, as seen in Daniel 1 and Daniel 6. 

Hosea-Malachi:


· Hosea-Amos—named after the 8th century BC prophets.
· Obadiah—named after the 6th century BC prophet, whose oracle against Edom challenged the exultant nation not to gloat over Jerusalem’s fall.
· Jonah—named after the 8th century prophet. Ironically, Jonah means “dove”—despite the prophet’s attitude and behavior in Jonah 4.
· Micah—Who is like Yahweh (God)?, the 8th century prophet
· Nahum—Comfort, the 7th century prophet
· Zephaniah-Habakkuk—named after the 7th century prophets.
· Zechariah-Haggai—named after the 6th century prophets.
· Malachi—possibly named after a 5th century prophet. Malachi means “my angel” or “my messenger” (see Malachi 3:1).
NEW TESTAMENT
· Matthew-John—Gospels named after their traditional authors.

· Acts of the Apostles—would have been better named the Acts of Peter and Paul; others suggest a better name would be “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” Written by Luke.

· Romans-2 Thessalonians—Paul’s letters to churches, arranged longest to shortest.

· 1 Timothy-Philemon—Paul’s letters to individuals, arranged longest to shortest.

· Hebrews—Author unknown, apparently written to Christians of a Hebrew (Jewish) background.

· James—Iacobos in Greek, which translates the Hebrew Ya‘akov, or Jacob—father of the 12 patriarchs. James was the brother of Jesus Christ.

· 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude—Letters written by the apostles Peter and John, and by Jude, brother of Jesus Christ.

· Revelation—Apocalypsis, unveiling. In this book the veil is pulled back—e.g. in chapter 12—and we take an inspired peak behind the scenes at true spiritual reality. The alternate English title is the Apocalypse. 

