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In the last article entitled “One of the Unique Elements of True Christianity”, I outlined the Biblical concept of relational/experiential knowing (yada’) as a foundation for one’s relationship with God and with each other. I pointed out how the Scripture teaches that God wants us to know him by our experiencing his character and that God wants to know us by him experiencing our character. I also pointed out how the same is the case in human/human Christian/Christian relationships. We cannot know one another unless we are open to share our whole lives with each other. Only in that way is there a true “yada’” between us. In this article I wish to share about what happens if this “yada’” is not maintained in an intimate (personal) way between Christians. 

Throughout history societies have been influenced by movements which influence their social environment. Today one of the movements of history that has influenced our society is the Enlightenment of the 18th century. That period of history, according to Ralph C. Wood
, among other things, highlighted the concept of the “independent, all- sovereign self”.  This concept has permeated our society including the vast majority of churches in America. People are by-enlarge no longer in each other’s lives. They are independent of each other. There are very little close interpersonal relationships. Churches are filled with people who have a solitary faith. People say, “All I need is Jesus” and  “I don’t need the church”. People who call themselves “Christians” today see no need to be involved with one another (or with God) in the Hebrew concept of “yada’”. As a result, people don’t really “know” each other, nor do they “know” God in many cases. People have decided that they don’t need to be in each other’s lives to help each other or to be right with God.

Professor Wood states it well when he says,


. . . the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers . . .  has been corrupted into the heretical and essentially Gnostic idea of the priesthood of the solitary believer. Instead of serving as priests to each other in obedience to our one High Priest (and thus engage in the radically communal life of the church . . . ) each individual is supposed to become his own priest.
”

No longer are we priests or ambassadors for Christ toward each other. We are, rather, on our own independently blazing our own road to heaven. In a sense, I Cor. 4:8 has come true again: “You have become kings—and that without us!”


The Bible states that the definition of “friendship” is total openness. John 15:15 states: 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. (NIV)

True friendship, true one-another-ness if you will, comes only when one strives to share his/her entire life with another. It even involves sharing one’s own personal “business” as the above scripture states as well. Friendship, like love, is not transactional (i.e., just points of mere contact across time) but covenantal (i.e., interpersonal relationship through life). Even God is relational. The Father is in sweet communion with the Son and visa-versa. This can be seen in many places in the New Testament, not the least of which is in John 17:25-26 in which Jesus prays: 

Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them" (NIV, emphases mine).

Involved in friendship and love is an “interpersonal relationship” which God has even within himself involving the Father, and the Son. This same relationship is desired between Jesus and us and between us as individual Christians. Wood states again:

The Enlightment idea of the independent, all-sovereign self therefore contravenes the fundamental Christian convictions that we are covenantal rather than contractual creatures. The triune God has revealed himself to be a community of persons who has pledged to bring us into his own life through the communal life of his people. There is thus no such thing as a solitary Christian having a purely private relation to Jesus Christ, but then joining with other Christians only for the sake of worship, missions, and other common purposes. To be “in Christ” as Paul endlessly emphasized, is to be permanently transformed by our life in the Body of Christ called the Church.

Wood goes on to say that when this individualist conception of Christianity is challenged it is “dismissed as authoritarian”. Individuals who don this mind-set no longer see the need for others in the church. They see it as an abuse of authority for any one to attempt to get into their lives to practice the “one another” commands.  They determine that they have a “right” to their own private relationship with Christ. This “right” is then pursued and the next step in the relational decline of a church is to decide (verbally or non-verbally) that “my life is none of your business” and “your life is none of mine”. It becomes taboo to get into each other’s personal private lives. Isolationism then sets in and the devil succeeds in slyly dividing Christians relationally from each other. The battle for “yada’” is over. In this case the Devil has won.  Interpersonal knowing of each other and eventually of God ceases. The demise of true Christianity, true friendship, true fellowship, and true love for one another is secured. The greatest commandment to love God with all of one’s heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love one’s neighbor as one’s self is nullified.


Are you still in the battle for yada’, that personal experiential knowledge of God and of each other? I am concerned because I have personally seen evidences of this movement toward solitary faith and the dissolution of relationships with in our body. Will the Devil win? Will he succeed in dismantling our yada’? He will if we do not have a strong commitment to each other and to God. He will win if we don’t seek to be in other’s lives and encourage them to be in ours.


Think about it. We cannot follow the one another commands if we are not in each 

                    other’s lives: 

We cannot love each other as Jesus did  without it (Jn. 13:34)

We cannot live in harmony with one another without it (Rom. 12:6)


We cannot instruct one another without it (Rom. 15:14)


We cannot work out things so we agree with each other and be perfectly united in 

                    mind and thought without it (I Cor. 1:10)


We cannot serve one another or bear with one another in love without it (Gal. 

                     5:13; Eph. 4:2)


We cannot encourage one another daily without it (Heb. 3:13)


We cannot spur one another to love and good deeds without it (Heb. 10:24)


How will we ever love one another deeply from the heart without it ( I Pet. 1:22)?


We can only have fellowship with one another if we are totally open with each 

            other and walk in the light as he is in the light (I Jn. 1:7).


Brothers and Sisters, indeed some have gotten hurt in the past by harshness or bad advice when they were attempting to be open and share their hearts. But let us not allow those fears and hurts of the past in this area to keep us from experiencing the close relationships which God has created us to have. Let us be open with one another and love one another deeply from the heart. Let us not become like most of “Christianity” today which has retreated into a solitary faith. That is not what God calls us to. The Devil wants to win this battle, a battle to divide our hearts and isolate us from each other and destroy the relational unity and love for each other. God makes it possible through Christ to win this battle. We can do it! It will take courage, gentleness, and kind determination. Let us be in each other’s lives (not in the harsh manner some experienced in the past, but in the loving way the Bible prescribes) and this battle will be won for God! Let us see that our family is our business. My life is your business because it affects the body of which you are a part. I invite you into my life. Please do get to know me deeply. Will you invite me and others into your life? Let us counter the Enlightenment heresy of the “independent, all-sovereign self”. Let us answer Cain’s question “Am I my brother’s keeper?” with a resounding “Yes”.

� I am indebted for the wording of this title to an article written by Ralph C. Wood entitled “The Heresy of Solitary Faith” in ChristianityToday, (January, 2004):58-60.


� Professor of Theology and Literature at Baylor University.


� Ibid., p. 59.
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